ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Nursing and Allied Health Division
PTA 203 – Physical Therapist Assisting Practicum II 

Course Outline
Course Number & Name:  PTA 203 Physical Therapist Assisting Practicum II
Credit Hours:  5.0     Contact Hours: 15.0     Lecture: N/A    Lab: N/A     Other: 15 – 16 hrs/wk for 14 wks
Prerequisites:  Grades of “C” or better in PTA 102, PTA 103, and PTA 106
Co-requisites:  PTA 201 and PTA 209
     Concurrent Courses:  None
Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2010
Course Description: In this course, students continue to practice Physical Therapist Assisting. Assignments are made on the basis of demonstrated need for additional knowledge and/or skill. Students are assigned to hospitals, nursing homes, sub-acute hospitals, and pediatric facilities. The student meets periodically with his/her Academic Coordinator of Clinical Education (ACCE) for review and help with any encountered difficulties.
Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1.
demonstrate knowledge of and apply safe, responsible, respectful ethical and legal PTA practice;
2.   
perform physical therapy interventions in a technically-competent manner; and
3.   
communicate accurate medical terminology and notation in written and/or oral form for documentation of patient care.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Demonstrate knowledge of and apply safe, responsible, respectful ethical and legal PTA practice:
1.1 observe and follow all health and safety regulations;
1.2 request assistance when necessary;
1.3 adhere to the schedule; i.e., is punctual and dependable; 
1.4 maintain confidentiality; and
1.5 identify correctly situations in which legal questions are present
2.
Perform physical therapy interventions in a technically-competent manner:
2.1
perform interventions consistent with the plan of care established by the physical therapist;
2.2
provide interventions in a manner minimizing risk to the patient, self and others involved in the delivery of the patients’ care;

2.3
use intervention time efficiently and effectively; and
2.4
adjust physical therapy interventions, within the plan of care established by the physical therapist, to meet the individual needs and responses of the patient and reports changes in patient status to the physical therapist
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
3.
Communicate accurate medical terminology and notation in written and/or oral form for documentation of patient care:
3.1
produce documentation that follows guidelines and format required by the clinical setting and by law;

3.2
produce documentation that is accurate, concise, timely and legible;

3.3
utilize technically-correct written communication skills; and
3.4
document aspects of physical therapy car, including selected data collection measurements, interventions, and response to interventions, and communicate effectively with family and others involved in delivery of patient care
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of spending time in a clinical setting applying hands-on skills, while continuing to learn through further observation and study.  The ACCE will meet with the student and the Clinical Instructor (CI) individually, at a scheduled time during the course of the affiliation, to discuss student performance and help with any difficulties that may be encountered.
Outcomes Assessment: Performance indicators in the Clinical Performance Instrument are blueprinted to course objectives.  Checklist rubrics are used to determine the extent to which students in the course are able to accomplish the clinical MPOs.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on the assessment instrument in regards to meeting course objectives.  The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.
Course Requirements: All students are required to abide by the PTA student policies as outlined in the Physical Therapist Assistant Student Handbook, including the policies on attendance and tardiness, which are excerpted below.

Attendance and Tardiness: Regarding student attendance, the complex nature of the clinical work and the need for continuity in patient treatment requires that specific guidelines be set.  The rules are as follows: 
1. The student should adhere to the time set by the clinic for attendance. PTA Program policy states that 15 minutes late shall constitute an absence. 

2. If the student is late to clinic, he/she must inform the clinical instructor (CI) of the reason for the tardiness.  If lateness is anticipated, the student must call the CI and the ACCE in advance to advise of the tardiness.  A student who arrives late for clinic twice will require a conference with the CI and ACCE.  Continued tardiness may result in failure of the affiliation.

3. If the student anticipates an absence from the clinic, he/she must contact the CI directly, and also contact the Physical Therapist Assistant Department Offices at (973) 877-3456 or (973) 877-3475 to determine whether such absence will be excused.

4. The student may be allowed to be absent 1 clinic day with a reasonable cause.  The student may be required to make up the absence. A second absence will result in a conference with the CI and ACCE. A third absence will result in dismissal from the PTA program.  Poor attendance is defined as being absent for more than 2 clinic days without an excuse submitted by a licensed physician. Lateness and unexcused absence are considered unprofessional behaviors.
Methods of Evaluation: Final course grades will be computed as follows:
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Note: Final course grades will be calculated by the ACCE in accordance with the Clinical Performance Instrument (CPI) submitted by the CI. The first five (5) of the twenty (20) performance indicators on the CPI are deemed essential skills.    Performance is totally based on the CI’s scoring of the CPI.  Grade ranges are as follows: A = 90 – 100, B+ = 86 – 89, B = 80 – 85, C+ = 77 – 79, C = 75 – 76, F = below 75.  Also, if the student receives a score of less than 100 on any essential skill performance indicators or less than 75 on any 6 or more of the remaining 15 items on the CPI, the student will be required to repeat the affiliation regardless of the overall course grade.
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all clinic days.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in clinic.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.
Course Content Outline: There is no text for this course.  Students are responsible for their cumulative learning in didactic coursework covered in BIO 122, PTA 101, PTA 102, and PTA 106, along with concurrent learning in PTA 201 and PTA 209.  The course meets Tuesdays and Thursdays for 7.5 to 8 hours per day for 14 weeks during the semester.
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